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Tt HE $99 at Mr. Waonr' 8. Ordination, 
and their order, were as follows: 0 | 
INTRODUCTORY Praven, by the Rev. Mr. 
THATCHER, of Dedham. _ 
SERMON, by the Rev. Mr. Apans, of Acton. 
ConSECRATING Prayer, by the Rev. _ 
CrrcxtrING, of Dedham. 
Cnarcs, by the Rev. *. Bztvos, of 27 


Sudbury. | 
* ConcLupinc PrAvysR; by the Rev. Mr. Rie- 


LEY, of Concord ; and | 
Taz Rionr Hand or Frrlowzkhir, by the 
Rev. Mr. ä of Med field. 


e — 6 

« THE town x of Medway was 2500's "pap in 
October, 1713. | 

Tus Rev. Davrv Dxminc, who was the firſt 
miniſter of Medway, was ordained in November, 
1715, and diſmiſſed September 24, 1722. 
Tur Rev. Na THAN Bucknam was ordained 
December 23, 1724, and died Eebruary 6, 1795. 


2 | Tus Rev. Benjamin GREEN was ordained 
lune 25, 1788, colleague with the Rey. Mr. 


Bucxnam; and was diſmiſſed February 28, 1793.” 


3 


58 Nay — 
l-. ot 8 


mu — — — — — 
= 9 S. eee 
* yl ', A U 


A 8 E R M O N. 
— 2 — ä — 
ISAIAH L. 7. 

Fer the Lord God will help me, therefore ſhall I not 


be confounded : therefore have I ſet my face like 
a flint, and I know that I ſhall not be aſhamed. 


T H E miniſters of religion are 
placed in a truly difficult and often dangerous ſta- 
tion; but, thanks be to God, they have great 
encouragements, in the holy ſcriptures, to expect 
divine aſſiſtance and ſupport in purſuing their du- 
ty. While they exerciſe great meekneſs, patience 
and forbearance, they muſt alſo, in ſome- caſes, 
diſcover much firmneſs and reſolution, both in 
doing and ſuffering the will of God. Such were 
the temper and conduct of our Lord, when on 
earth, as appears from every part of his hiſtory, 
The words of our text are to be conſidered as his ; 
for the prophet introduces them in language, which 
has always been applied to him, and will hardly 


apply to any other: © I gave my back to the 
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ſmiters, and my cheeks to.them, that-plucked off 
the hair; I hid not my face from ſhame and ſpit- 
ting.” In the view of ſuch trials and fufferings, 
he proceeds, truſting in God, to fay, I have ſet 
my face like a flint.” Without going into a criti- 
cal examination of the figure here uſed, we are 


clearly taught by the expreſſion, that our Lord, 


before he entered upon his miniſtry, reſolved to 
be deterred by no dangers, from proſecuting the 
'work, which he had undertaken, was event ver- 
Hed his declaration. 

MtnisTzzs of the goſpel mould _ Chriſt 
their pattern in all things, wherein he is imitable 
by them ; thoſe in particular, who are entering 
upon the work, ſhould count the coſt, and be ſat- 
| reſolved to make duty their object, though diffi. 
culties and dangers ſhould attend them in _ 
dance. My ſubject will now lead me, +» 


I. To make ſome general obſervations upon the 
firmneſs and reſolution, which — 


ſome times exerciſe. | 
* To detail inſtances in which we (ought 
employ them, And, 


III. To conſider the encouragements faithful 
miniſters may expeR, while they wann, 


purſue their duty. 
I. Fin uNESS and reſolution do not imply obſti- 
nacy, or ſtubbornneſs, for which they may have 
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been miſtaken, or with which they may ſome times 
be mixed. Where there is the greateſt occaſion 
for them, they ſhould be accompanied with can- 
dor, with a mind open to conviction, and a readi- 
neſs to recede from them, as ſoon as ſuch occaſion 
ſhall ceaſe. There may be danger, from a deſire 
to ſupport ſteadineſs in "ſentiment and duty, of 
contracting a leſs and auſterity, which never 
appeared in Chriſt, 

Tv ſhould be exercifed without paſſion. An- 
ger and violent reſentments have often defeated 
the beſt deſigne, and otherwiſe good methods, for 
promoting the good of individuals and of ſociety. 
In our imperfe& ſtate, it is difficult for the beſt 
men, always, to keep the temper' in due fubjec- 
tion. Events often take place by which miniſters, 
as well as others, are put to ſevere trial in this 
matter; and happy is he who can keep his mind 
ſerene, on trying occaſions. Otherwiſe he will 
weaken himſelf, ſtrengthen oppoſers, and, proba- 
bly, find his fincerity ſuſpected, and his N 
jmpaired, if not loſt, 

I caſes where firmneſs in opinion and practice 
is moſt neceſlary, it ſhould be accompanied with 
gentleneſs of mind and manners. There are few, 
if any, with whom we have to deal, who will not 
be more eaſily induced to comply with us in this 
way, than in any other. Neither do J conſider it 
inconſiſtent with * ſetting the face like a flint,” if 


. 
we may conſider the conduct of Chriſt, as a juſt 
comment upon the text, who was gentle even in 
thoſe caſes where he was moſt firm and determined. 
Muc prudence is always neceſſary in inſtances 

where we may find ourſelves obliged to adhere to 
opinions, or to purſue particular objects with unre- 
mitting perſeyerance ; and ſuch firmneſs and reſolu- 
tion ſhould not be unneceſſarily employed in caſes 
of little, or no importance; in which we ſhould 
expoſe ourſelyes to the imputation of lording it 
over the faith, or actions of men. From a deſire 
to maintain the true dignity of their office, ſome 
may have diſcovered too much of an unyielding 
diſpoſition, and been too tenacious of their own 
opinions and ways, We 
tance. I ſhall now, 

Il. Dara, inſtances in which miniſters ought 
to employ firmneſs and reſolution. | 

- Tax truth muſt never be abandoned by us, but 
defended with courage, Some truths, or doc- 
trines of revelation, being of more importance than 
others, claim a more zealous defence. Of the 
comparative importance of theſe, every one muſt 
judge for himſelf, and act accordingly. The pe- 
culiar doctrines of the goſpel, it is preſumed, will 
be conſidered, by all, as highly momentous. Such 
as pardon of fin, and acceptance with God through 
| Jeſus Chriſt—the neceſſity of repentance towards 
God, and ſaich in the Saviour—and holineſs, with - 


— 
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out which no man * ſee the Lord. Being fatis- 
fied of the truth of any doctrine, we muſt inſiſt 
upon it, in proportion to our view of its conſe- 
quence; though it may expoſe us to the reproach 
and contempt of many. When doctrines have 
been unpopular, it has often required much reſo. 
lution in miniſters to acquit themſelves with fideli- 
ty. But we muſt obey God rather than man. 
Neither the frowns nor the flatteries of the world 
may ſhake us from our ſtedfaſtneſs in maintaining 
the truth, as it is in Jeſus. 

Wes muſt “ ſet our faces“ alſo againft errors 
as they appear to be more or leſs dangerous. 
Great judgment and prudence are neceſſary in this. 
Violence and perſecution will not promote truth; 
neither will they correct error. Indiſcreet attacks 
upon erroneous perſons, have often confirmed 
them beyond hope of their recovery, In dealing 
with ſuch, much attention ſhould be paid to diſ- 
poktion and character, to time and circumſtances, 
in order to give the beſt effect to our endeavours. 
Inſtances, indeed, may occur, in which the moſt 
good is to be expected from our entire ſilence; 
as there are ſome, who are more likely to be 
convinced by their own refleQions, than by any 
arguments, which can be uſed with them. And 
though it is an evidence of much pride in them, 
it is better they ſhould be reclaimed in their own 
way, than not at all. In the mean time, we 
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E 
ſhould avoid every thing, on our part, which 
might be conſidered as approbation of their er- 
rors; and by a ſteady adherence to what we con- 
ſider as truth, give unequivocal evidence of our 


Attachment to it. But occaſions there are, in 


which we are bound, with boldneſs and zeal, tem- 
pered with prudence, to oppoſe the introduction 
and prevalence of errors ; eſpecially when, in their 
nature, they tend, not only to invalidate the moſt 
important doctrines of our holy religion, but to 
deſtroy all religion, natural and revealed ſuch 
errors no doubt there are. 

Wu muſt ſet ourſelves laſt nin col its 
forms. And being imperfect, and frail ourſelves, 
we ſhould, in the firſt place, guard our own hearts 
with unremitting fortitude againſt the aſſaults of 
every ſin, and eſpecially againſt thoſe, which moſt 
eaſily beſet us; leſt, in any meaſure, we weaken 
our oppoſition to others. Publicly and privately 


_we muſt bear teſtimony againſt iniquity, in old 


and young, in high and low. So did our Sav- 
jour: none eſcaped his reproof, on account of 
their elevation in life. Much reſolution is often 
neceſſary in adminiſtering rebuke, &c. to thoſe, 
who are diſtinguiſhed in the world; though un- 
happily it may be neceſſary to ſuch, as often as to 
any. Miniſters ſhould diſcover their determined 
oppoſition to vice, by lives far removed from it, 


| and by uniform examples of godlineſs. Theſe 


E 


will do more towards weakening the reign of ſin 
in the world, and promoting the cauſe of religion, 
than the beſt ſermons without them. 

 MinisTERs have need to exerciſe reſolution 
and firmneſs, in meeting the conduct of the world 
towards them. Their dangers in this reſpect are 
very different. Some ſtand ſo high in the good 
opinion of the public, and of their own people in 
particular, as to have much to fear from flattery, 
which few can withſtand. When the ear is fre- 
quently filled with adulation, the heart will natu- 
rally ſwell with pride, perhaps ſpiritual pride, the 
worſt of all, Thoſe, who are expoſed to this, 
ſhould with fortitude * ſet their faces“ againſt it, 
becauſe it is an attack upon that fide which is 
weak in every man ; becauſe the flatterer.is ever 
to be ſuſpected; becauſe it endangers their own 
piety ; and may place them upon a precipice, from 
which they may fall with abundant loſs. 

SOME have greater occaſion to exerciſe fortitude 
againſt the calumny with which they are aſſaulted. | 
Far be it from me to ſay, that we never cxpoſe 
ourſelves to juſt cenſure; too many unhappy in- 
ſtances have exiſted to . the contrary! But many 
good men in the office have had ſevere trials from 
the tongue of ſlander. And while there are wick- 
ed, envious men, ſuch evils may be expected. 


Our Saviour himſelf 4. not eſcape. The dilci- 
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ple may expect to be as his Lord in this. If they 
called the maſter of the houſe Beelzebub, thoſe of 
the houſehold may not expect to eſcape reproach. 

Few indeed are wholly exempt. We ſhould put 
on courage when we enter, and ſtand upon a field 
where many arrows will probably be aimed at us. 
Others, again, have to endure the -coldneſs- of 
friends, as well as the reproackes of enemies. 
And here one of the ſharpeſt trials of miniſters is 


found. Some have had occaſion to adopt the 


words of the plalmiſt “ kt was not an enemy 


that teproached me, then I could have borne it: 


neither was it he that hated me, that did magnif 
himfelf againſt me; then 1 would have hid my- 


ſelf from him; but it was thou, a man, F | 


equal, my guide, and mine zcquahitance. We 
took ſweet counſel together, and walked to the 
houfe ef God in company.” Our Lord had ref- 
pet to the indifference of his friends, as well as 
to the perferutions of his enemies, when he aid, 
« have ſet my face Ke a flint,” to meet them 
with firmneſs. In fimilar caſes we n! ene 
unleſs we did Rewiſe. n . 

Ix things of a worldly and Keats nature, 


| fortitude is not unfrequently neceſfary to miniſ- 


ters. In common with other men we are ſubject 


to the calamities of hike. We are more dependant 


for our ſupport than other claſſes of men in gen- 
eral. This dependance has been felt moſt ſenſi- 
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bly by many miniſters of late. For the laſt twen- 
ty years and more, ſuch has been the fluctuating 
ſtate of our ſtipends, that many have been reduc- 
ed to great difficulties. Some have borne them 
with ſurprizing patience ; others have ſought and 
obtained relief; while others again have ſought 
and failed: but, who have manifeſted the Chriſ- 
tian fortitude, I ſhall not attempt to determine. 
Some, indeed, with - pleaſure be it ſpoken, have 
eſcaped the evil, through the juſtice and liberality 
of their people. When miniſters are ſo ſtraitened 
in their circumſtances, as to interrupt the duties 
of their office, they need great firmneſs of mind 
and of body to endure their trials, and to perform 
their labors. | 5 

Fix uxEss and reſolution may be incumbent 
upon us in the affairs of ſociety. Among our par- 
ticular acquaintance and neighbors we may have 
frequent calls to interpoſe as mediators. and peace · 
makers; often an ungrateful ſervice. The dith- 
culty and delicacy of this ſervice may by no means 
excuſe us, eſpecially when Chriſtian brethren are 
at odds, And, when occafion requires, we muſt 
practice that diſcipline upon delinquents, which 
the goſpel has preſcribed, 4 

As members of ſociety at large, I know not 
why we may not take an active, and decided part, 
when the rights of men, or of conſcience are in 
danger. The intereſt of religion and of civil ſoci - 
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on courage when we enter, and ſtand upon a field 
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himfelf againſt me; then 1 would have hid my- 
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bly by many miniſters of late. For the laſt twen- 
ty years and more, ſuch has been the fluctuating 
ſtate of our ſtipends, that many have been reduc- 
ed to great difficulties. Some have borne them 
with ſurprizing patience ; others have ſought and 
obtained relief; while others again have ſought 
and failed: but, who have manifeſted the Chriſ- 
tian fortitude, I ſhall not attempt to determine, 
Some, indeed, with pleaſure be jt ſpoken, have 
_ eſcaped the evil, through the juſtice and liberality 
of their people. When miniſters are ſo ſtraitened 
in their circumſtances, as to interrupt the duties 
of their office, they need great firmneſs of mind 
and of body to endure their trials, and to perform 
their labors. 

FixmNness and reſolution may be 8 
upon us in the affairs of ſociety. Among our par- 
ticular acquaintance and neighbors we may have 
frequent calls to interpoſe as mediators. and peace - 
makers; often an ungrateful ſervice. The diffi- 
culty and delicacy of this ſervice may by no means 
excuſe us, eſpecially when Chriſtian brethren are 
at odds. And, when occaſion requires, we muſt 
practice that diſcipline upon delinquents, which 
the goſpel has preſcribed. | 

As members of ſociety at large, I know not 
why we may not take an active, and decided part, 
when the rights of men, or of conſcience are in 
danger. The intereſt of religion and of civil ſoci - 
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ety appear to me to be ſo nearly connected, that 
I ſee not how a friend to the former can avoid 
feeling deeply intereſted in the latter. When we 
ſee our country in danger of arbitrary government, 
or of foreign ſubjugation or influence, or of anar. 
chy and confuſion, may we not, muſt we not 
ſound the 2larm ? Did not the prophets, our Lord 
and his apoſtles warn the people of approaching 
Cangers, though by ſo doing they expoſed them- 


felves to much reproach and to many ſufferings ? z 
The miniſters of this land, have heretofore been 


thought to deſerve well of their country, for their 
patriotic firmneſs in the cauſe of civil and religious 


liberty. I believe they are as well diſpoſed now; ; 


though ſo many are ready to deny it, As it is 
conceiyed that our land and liberties are in immi- 
nent danger at this tine, it is more than ever 
perhaps important, that we ſhould ſet our faces 
agHnſt thoſe politics which are ſo highly danger- 
ous to church and ſtate, It is to me matter of 
much ſatisfaction, that ſo many of my fathers and 
brethren have been exerting themſelves, and I truſt 
not without effect, in a cauſe, which involves the 
deareſt intereſts of ourſeives, of our children, of 
the ſtate, the church of God and of the world. For 
if religion and liberty be loſt in America, where 
will they find a ſanctuary under the ſun !—1 paſs, 

IL To conſider the encouragements faithful 
miniſters may expect, while religiouſly purſuing 


„ 
Turss are not always found in temporal re- 
ward; nor in the good effects of our labors up- 
on the hearts and lives of 6ur people. Some howe- 
ver there are in every place, who are willing that 
they who preach the- goſpel ſhould live of the gol- 
pel; and many in our land, who, notwichſtanding 
the degeneracy of the times, by their juſtice and 
generoſity, by their ſerious attendance upon in- 
ſtruction, and by godly lives and converſation, 
greatly encourage the hearts of their teachers. 
But where theſe are wanting, there are encour- 
agements ; we find them in our text. The Lord 
God will help me,” He will help his faithſu] 
ſervants to know and to do their duty: being 
commiſſioned and ſent by him, he will not leave 
them utterly, when they call upon him. From 
the world they may meet with tribulation, but in 
him they ſhall have peace, He will help them to 
endure trials to which they may be called, and to 
oppoſe with Chriſtian fortitude the ſpiritual ene- 
mies of themſelves and of the church, as good 
ſoldiers under Chriſt their great captain. He may 
leave them at times to walk in darkneſs, and to 
the rage of perſecution. So he left his Son, who 
ſaid, „my God, my God, why haſt thou forſak- 
en me?” So he left his ancient ſervants ; but it 
was only to reviſit them with increaſed joy. They 
may adopt the language of Chriſt before us, 
u therefore I ſhall not be confounded—and I know 


| E 
that I ſhall not be alhamed.” If God be for us, 
who ſhall be againſt us? The powers of earth and 
hell combined cannot fight againſt God and proſ- 
per. The faithful ſervant of the Lord, who 
 keepeth a good conſcience, is ſecure from ſhame, | 
and eventually ſhall triumph, Such encour- 
agements have miniſters, not only 0 5 our text, 
but from the general tenor of ſeripture, as it 
relates to them from what we know of the 
power and goodneſs of God from his promiſes— 
from the teſtimony of old and new-teſtament min- 
iſters—and, I traſt, from the experience of num- 
bers of his ſervants preſent. But though our min- 
iſtry ſhould be attended with many difficulties, 
and conflicts, and what is moſt of all melancholy, 
though we ſhould be unſucceſsful, yet, if we be 
faithful, we may find ſupport in the words of the 
prophet : Though Ifrael be not gathered, yet 
ſhall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and 
God ſhall be my ſtrength,” T | 
To my fellow laborers, who are . I beg 
leave to ſay: We have been called into the work 
in trying times, and have been encountering more 
difficulties, than have uſually fallen to the lot of 
nuniſters in former days. You will join with me, 
then, in grateful acknowledgments, that having 
obtained help, we continue to this time. You 
will readily perceive, alſo, that we may not 
think of putting off the harneſs. Difficulties and 
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dangers, 1 fear, await us, greater than thoſe we 
have paſſed. The enemies of our order and of re- 
ligion are multiplying, and are emboldened by 
the example of a nation, in which infidelity and 
atheiſm are triumphant, and in which immenſe 
pains are taken to deſtroy every veſtige of Chriſ- 
tianity.* We appear to be on the verge of war, 
againſt our will, with that nation, from which we 
had reaſon to expect very different treatment. 
War muſt be very injurious to our young repub- 
lic; and, of all claſſes of citizens, none have fo 
much reaſon to dread and deprecate it as miniſ- 

ters. But, I believe, as a nation, we have more 
to fear from the principles, than from the arms of 
France. In oppoſing theſe principles, we certain- 
ly act within our ſphere, as thoſe muſt allow, who 
unjuſtly deny us the common right of citizens, in 
canvaſſing political ſubjects and we muſt oppoſe” 
them. The difficulty of doing it with effect, I am 

ſenſible, is much increaſed by the prejudices of 
ſome good men, who have been unwilling to re- 

linquiſh a hope, which we all perhaps once enter- 
tained, that France was introducing pure religion 


and pure liberty into that part of the world, where 


* The alteration of the calendar, by the French, whereby they 
have whotly excluded the Sabbath at a day of refi—the entire na- 
264 of religions worſhip a them and of the name of God in 
all their publications, of rejoicing, Sc. ſubſtituting. Fortune, Fate, 
Deſlivies and the like in in its place, are evidences not only of the . 
drijm, but atheiſm of the nation, at ayhich every Jerious mind mujt . 
be alarmed. 
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ſuperſtition, Wey and tyranny had ſo long 
reigned ; and who {till are carried away with the 
deluſion, when it is evident that ſhe is engaged 
againſt religion, and is exerciſing the moſt arbi- 
trary government, under the ſpecious pretext of 
liberty. But we muſt, Sirs, ſet ourſelves againſt 
open and ſecret, attacks upon religion, praying. 
God, that we may be neither * confounded,” 
nor * aſhamed” in ſo doing. My young friend, 7 
who is about to = part with us in this are, 
will add ſtrength, I hope, to thoſe who are watch» 
ing, and Praying, 3 and ſtriving dl irreligion 
and error. | 4 

Tou, Sir, are entering into office at a period. 
peculiarly diſcouraging. Many things conſpire to 
render the work arduous ; ſuch as, the lukewarm- 
neſs of Chriſtians—the prevalence of immorali- 
ty—the increaſe of dangerous errors—the ſpirit of 
the times, which creates and promotes much bit- 
. terneſs in ſociety, highly unfavorable to religion 
the danger of foreign influence, particularly as to 
Chriſtianity—the many attacks, which are made 
upon our order, and the abuſe, which is offered to 
it in certain publications—the threats of perſecu- 
tion, which ſome have uttered, and the wiſhes of 
others, that we may meet the ſame treatment, 


which has been dealt to the clergy in France. 
Ass theſe things have not eſcaped your notice, you 
are entitled to the more praiſe in offering yourſelf 
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to the ſervice of God in his church. I rejoice 
with you, that your proſpect, as it reſpects the 
people of this place, is ſo encouraging. Their 
unanimity and cordialiry afford pleaſing hope, that 
your miniſtry will be pleaſant to you, and uſeful 
co them. But we-cannot always. calculate from 
preſent appearances. Untoward events may whol- 
ly reverſe your expectations. I hope theſe events 
will not be found in your miſconduct, or in the 
caprice of your people. But if your popularity 
ſhould decreaſe ; if oppoſition ſhould ariſe againſt 
you ; and if thoſe, who now profeſs to be your 
warmeſt friends, ſhould become indifferent, yea 
and inimical towards you, notwithſtanding your 
fidelity and even for your fidelity, let me tell you, 
it will be no new caſe. In ſuch events, however, 
always examine yourſelf, leſt you ſhould have 
given offence inadvertently, or imprudently. I 
wiſh you a long and happy miniſtry. You cannot 
expect it will be as long, as was the venerable 
Bucknan's,* whoſe praiſe was, and ſtill is in 
this, and in all the churches: but I hope it will 
be much longer and leſs unhappy than your im- 
mediate predeceſſor's. Let not your heart deſpond 
at the difficulties and dangers attendant upon the 
miniſtry, I have mentioned ſome of them, with 


a particular view to you, that you may feel your 


6 Rep, Nathan Bucknam was ordained December 23, 1724, 
and died February 6, 1795, in the gad ear of bis 555 and in 


* 71/2 year of bit e. 1 c 
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dependence upon God, and in earneſt look to 
him, who is our help, to keep you from ſhame, 
and to make you like a flint, like a mighty rock 
againſt thoſe, who may riſe to oppoſe and over- 
throw the cauſe of God and religion in the world, 
May God Almighty be with you, my brother. 

I oREET the church and people of this place, 
who are about to enjoy the ſtated preaching and 
adminiſtration of the ordinances of the goſpel, by 
one, whom I can heartily recommend to them. 
From long and intimate acquaintance with your 
paſtor elect, IJ have reaſon to believe, that he is 
devoting himſelf to this work in love to Chriſt 
and religion. I truſt he will anſwer your expecta- 
tions, and prove a bleſſing to you and your chil- 
dren. At the ſame time, FE folicit your candor 
towards him, in all things. Never examine him, 
his preaching, or conduct, with the jaundiced eye 
of prejudice. From your character, I am induc- 
ed to hope, that while he is faithful in ſpiritual 
things, you will impart to him of your abundant 
temporal things, as juſtice and his real occaſions 
may require ; never availing yourſelves of thoſe 
ſubterfuges, which have too often been ſought, 
when juſtice between miniſter and people has been 
diſcuſſed. Never add to the difficulties, which al- 
ways attend the miniſtry, by conntenancing thoſe 
who have an intereſt in diſorganizing church and 
ſtate. Pray for your miniſter, if you wiſh him to 
be uſeful and happy. Attend upon his miniſtry 
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conſtantly. If any thing takes place, at which 
you are grieved, or offended, converſe with him 
in a ſpirit of meekneſs, which is the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, before you yield to the power of prejudice, 
and before you vent your reſentments to others. 
I hope better things of you, than to ſuſpect, that 
any of you will ever take part with the open en- 
emies of the croſs of Chriſt. May the head of 
the church build you up, under your new paſtor, 
and make you a people to his praiſe in this world, 
and individually monuments of his grace in the 
kingdom of glory. 

My Chriſtian fellow-citizens of this numerous 
aſſembly, I rejoice in the evidence given by your 
attendance with us, that you reſpect the inſtitu- 
tions of Chriſt, You have heard ſomething of 
the difliculties attending the miniſterial office. Let 
me requeſt you to afford us every proper aſſiſtance, 
in our duties and trials; which you can do in no 
way ſo effectually, as by loving and practiſing re- 
ligion yourſelves. The goſpel is an ineſtimable 
treaſure. The benefits reſulting from the admin- 
iſtration of it in this land have been incalculably 
great, not only to the ſouls of men, but to the 
beſt intereſts of ſociety. If deep-laid plans have 
been formed to overthrow religion and liberty, as 
we have reaſon to fear, how carefully ſhould we 
guard the ſacred depoſit, which came from God, 
and has been handed down to us by our fathers 


through innumerable dangers and ſufferings ? Shall 


t 
we ever abandon it ? God forbid ! Your attend- 
ance on this ſolemnity is, I flatter myſelf, a pledge, 
that you will, by your prayers, and every method 
which Providence may direct, “ ſet your faces 
like a flint, with ours, againſt every thing tend- 
ing to corrupt and deſtroy Chriſtianity, or its uſe- 
ful handmaid, civil liberty. May God, who is 
our helper, be yours alſo. And may we all, when 
we ſhall have finiſhed our militant Rate, be crown- 
ed with immortal glory through Jeſus Chriſt. 


Amen. n 
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Mr. BRIpGE's ADDRESS 
PRECEDING, AND 
C 
SUBSEQUENT TO THE SOLEMN SEPARATION OF 
THE Rev. LUTHER WRIGHT 


TO THE WORK OF THE GOSPEL 
MINISTRY. 


0 UR bleſſed Redeemer, having 
loved his church, and purchaſed it with his own 
moſt precious blood, and being clothed by the 
Father with all power in heaven and on earth, is 
pleaſed to make uſe of his dignity and authori- 
ty for the benefit of the faltlſul, the called and 
choſen. This he manifeſts in the diſpenſations of 
his providence, and inſtitutions of his grace ; and 
particularly in appropriating an order of men to 
his own immediate fervice, and in commiſſioning 
them to the work of the miniſtry, the reconciliation 
of ſinners to God, and the edifying the body of 
Chriſt. 

To this honorable though arduous employ, 
dear Sir, we truſt you are called of God, as well 
as by this church and flock : that He who knows 
the hearts of all men, ſees you to be faithful, and 
ſets you aſide as holy for himſelf. We now there- 
fore proceed, by prayer with the laying on of the 


hands of the preſbytery, to wy ar you to the 


facred office, 
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WE the miniſters of the goſpel, having, agree - 
ble to apoſtolic pattern and practice, ſeparated you 
to the work of the miniſtry, do now view you as 
velted with the powers and privileges of an evan- 
gelical bithop. _ Particularly as authorized to 
preach the goſpel, tq adminiſter the ſeals of the 
covenant, and the cenſures of the church; to pray 
with and for your people, and to bleſs them in 
the name of the Lord, and to aſſiſt in the ſeparay 
tion of others to this important work. And we 
commit to your paſtoral care and charge, this 
church and flock. 

Wx claim no authority over you, but in the 
arms of tendereſt affection embrace you, as one of 
and equal with us, in the fellowſhip of the miniſ- 
tiy of the goſpel; yet being ſeniors in office, and 
particularly deſignated to this ſervice, we now ſol- 
emnly exhort and charge you, before God and 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the elect angels, that 
you take heed to the miniſtry you have received of 
the Lord, that you fulfil it in all its various branch- 

Particularly, {268 hit 

5 ach the word—the pure and uncorrupted 

doctr ines of the goſpel; and teach not for doc- 


trines the commandments of men. Preach Chriſt 
crucified, and determine to know nothing in com- 
petition with, or oppoſition to him. | 
Give yourſelf to reading, meditation and pray- 
er; eſpecially to a diligent ſearch of the ſacred 
volume, and to earneſt prayer, that you may be 
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led into the truth as it is in Jeſus, and be able to 
build up this church and flock, upon the founda- 
tion of the prophets and apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf being the chiet corner ſtone. 

.STUDY to ſhew yourſelf approved of God, a 
workman that need not be aſhamed ; rightly divid- 
ing the word of truth ; reproving, rebuking and 
exhorting in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, with all 
long ſuffering and doctrine. 

Tak heed to the whole flock over oth the 
Holy Ghoſt maketh you an overſeer. Feed the 
ſheep, and feed the lambs. Warn every man, and 
inſtruQ every man; that you may be free from the 
blood of all. Deliver as you are able the whole 
counſel of God; keep back nothing that ſhali be 
profitable to them. Take the overſight of them, 
not by conſtraint but willingly ; not to lord it over 
God's heritage, but to be a helper of their joys. 

Take heed to yourſelf, as well as to your docs 
trine and flock. Be ſtrict and frequent in examin- 
ing into the truth, reality and growth of religion 
in your own ſoul. Though you are made a keep- 
er of the vineyard, yet your own vineyard you 
may by no means neglect. Shew yourſelf a pat- 
tern of good works. Be an example to believers 
m word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in 
faith, in purity, 

As a faithful ſteward of Chriſt's houſehold, ad- 
miniſter the ſacraments of the new-teſtament, to the 
duly qualified ſubjects. Give Chriſt's bread to his 
children, 
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DispExsz the holy diſcipline of Chriſt in his 
church, with all gravity and firmneſs. Do no- 
thing by partiality, nor as having men's perſons 
in admiration by reafon of advantage. Whenever 
you are regularly invited, commit the truſt you now 
receive to faithful men, who are able to teach oth- 
ers alſo, Lay hands ſuddenly on no man. Keep 
thyſelf pure. Te 
Taz doctrine of the glorious goſpel of the-bleſ- 
fed God is committed to your truſt. Keep the ſa- 
- cred depoſitum by the Holy Ghoſt pure and en- 
tire. You are ſet for its defence ; be valiant there- 
fore for the truth. Eadure hardneſs as a good ſol. 
dier. Be ſtrong in the grace that is in Jeſus Chriſt. 
E$PECIALLY give yourſelf to prayer, as well as 
to the miniſtry of the word. It is with. God to 
make you an able, faithful and ſucceſsful miniſter 
of the new-teſtament ; to enable you to preach the 
goſpel, not merely with the wiſdom of words, but 
with the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from heaven. 
Tus, reverend and dear Sir, we exhort and 
charge you, before God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who ſhall judge the quick and the dead, at his ap- 
pearing and kingdom. And we affure you, that if 
you-obtain grace to keep this commandment and 
charge, wichout ſpot and unrebukeable, great ſhall 
be your reward in heaven. Though Ifrael ſhould 
not be gathered, you ſhall be glorious in the eyes 
of the Lord ; and when the chief Shepherd ſhall 
appear, you ſhall ſhine as the ſun, in the kingdom 
ef our Father. AMEN. 
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RIGHT HAND os FELLOWSHIP, 


BY THE 
REVEREND Ma. PRENTISS, 
or MEDFIEZD. 
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In the preſence of God, of holy 
angels, and of this aſſembly, a paſtor having now, 
by prayer and the laying on of the hands of the 
preſbytery, been regularly ſet over this church, and 
people ; it only remains, that by the cuſtomary, 
and ſignificant ſign, of giving the right hand, we 
expreſs our brotherly communion. 

TH1s part of the ſervice of the day devolved 
on me, by the venerable council here convened, 
I ſhall diſcharge in few words. 

ACCEPT, then, my brother, the hand I now 
preſent you. Be aſſured we mean it, not as a 
matter of mere form, and compliment, but as a 
pledge of ſincere affection. We hereby promiſe, 
and engage whatever you can reaſonably expect to 
receive from us, in a way of counſel, and aſſiſt- 
ance ; and while you accept the tender of the ſo- 
cial hand, allow us, in 3 to claim all the 


; L 26 } 
kind, and brotherly offices, it may be convenient 
for us to receive, and proper for you to afford, 

Taz work, in which we are engaged, is, in its 


nature, confeſſedly arduous, and difficult. Let 


us, according to our opportunity, and ability, 


contribute to ſtrengthen each others hands, and 


encourage each others hearts, unitedly ſeeking to 
fulfil the miniſtry we have received from our com- 
man Logo: <5 4b | 3 

As ſervants of one Maſter, as 8 equal 
in office, and authority, we have no claim to do- 
minion over each other; but by reciprocal offices 
of lave, are to recommend that amiable, that fun- 


damental grace, which our religion inculcates. 


We are bound to feel a joyful ſatisfaction in, and 
cheerfully to promote each others gifts, accept- 
ance, fidelity, and uſefulneſs. 
; Ws congratulate, you, Sir, on your introduc- 
tion to the work of the miniſtry ; ; cordially do we 
wiſh you a long, a comfortable, and uſeful period 
of ſeryioe, i in this part of the Chriſtian vineyard ; 
and when you ſhall have finiſhed your courſe, to- 
gether with the miniſtry you have now received 
in the Lord, may you have, from the chief Shep- 
herd, a crown of glory, which fadeth not away. 
Tus tranſaQions on this occaſion ſufficiently 
evince, that we acknowledge and receive this 
church, as a regular, profeſſed branch of the myl- 
tical body of Chriſt. 
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Wir fatisfaGtion I look back to the time, when 
on an occaſion, like the preſent, I received the 
fellowſhip of miniſters, and churches, by the hand 
of your late aged paſtor, whom God was pleaſed 
to continue in the active ſervice of the vineyard 
more than threeſcore, and in Rong relation to 
you ſeventy years.“ 

We have ſympathized with you in the changes, 
which have paſt over you, ſince the venerable 
prophet's head was laid in the duſt. 

We this day take part in the joy, that after 
ſeveral, unſucceſsful, attempts for the reſettlement 
of the goſpel, Providence has furniſhed one to 
take the overſight of you, in whom your affec- 
tions ſo generally harmonize. | 
He has now, ſolemnly bound himſelf to be 
your ſervant for Je ſake. It is your part, to 
aid, and encourage him in his work, by contin- 
ued expreſſions of love, and eſteem z by a ſteady, 
devout attendance on his miniſtrations by treat- 
ing him, ever, in character as a miniſter of Chriſt ; 
by bearing him on your hearts at the throne of 
grace ; eſpecially by giving him the high and ex- 
alted ſatisfaction, to ſee, that his labors among 
you are not in vain in the Lord. | 

Max you, and your paſtor walk together in 


harmony, and love; in conſtant purſuit of the 
Kev. Nathan Buckram. 
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